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drenching perfume, ha, ha, ha! Too bad he died so young when he
was about to make a name for himself as a Justice of the Supreme
Court after his return from Paris and short experience in the Diet," he
added in a low voice.
"Chief, here comes another French-trained colleague, I want you to
give him your sakazttki in blessing, so that one day he may be Premier,
too."
"Huh, Hara, you'll be a Chief Executive soon, and you—General
Terauchi. You studied in France also? Good! Here's to your success!
General, you have a great Choshu provincial heritage, you have your
Russo-Nipponese War record, and above all you have executive abil-
ity. Your pointed bald head, your sparkling eyes, your massive eye-
brows slanting upwards, your bearded jaws, all bespeak power and
courage. You'll be a Prime Minister, no doubt," Saionji said as he ex-
tended his cup to the General.
When the Premier received the returned cup filled with warm sake,
he asked: "May I offer you a suggestion? It is silence. Keep your
mouth shut. Talkativeness is most undesirable in the military organiza-
tion."
The War Minister took the advice amiably.
nHuh, Matsu-Matsuda, let's get Saito. He is very quiet, drinking
like a whale, and monopolizes all the pretty geishas."
The round-cheeked Navy Minister bowed. "Premier Saionji, this is
the fourth time I come for your blessings."
"Good, Admiral Saito, sit down—what's that, Matsuda? What are
Hara and Kato arguing about?" Saionji asked.
The young Foreign Minister's voice rose: "The idea of nationaliz-
ing of the railways is unacceptable, for it is socialistic, contrary to the
theory of laissez-faire upon which the business practices of Nippon
have so far been conducted."
Hara retorted: "Let me remind you of these facts: first, some years
ago, when our Government purchased the Korean railways, you sup-
ported the project; second, the present railway question is out of your
jurisdiction, which is restricted to the foreign affairs; third, your argu-
ment has a bitter taste of personal interests. If you persist in opposing
this program, it will look as if you did so because you are related to
the Mitsubishi House, which may suffer a set-back under the new
scheme. And lastly, whether you object to it or not, this Cabinet trill
cany it through." -	?
"I admit," said the Foreign Minister, "that I'm personally interested

